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- The legitimacy of the United States Courts; both Federal and at the state level, ié an issue of growing
concern today. That the courts are in fact notlegitimate seems to be proven out on g daily basis. A lack of
accountability, gross disparities in sentencing, indictments and prosecutions based more on quotas than

actual justice or truth, and a dangerously excessive number of people who are wrongfully convicted or outright
innocent (there isa difference in the eyes of the law) and who are left with no recourse for relief, These are just

a few examples of the overwhelming problems with our system in ruin, and it is on the last point—wrongful
convictions—that I will add to the growing dissent and ire towards the courts, and the system as a whole. I also

hope you, the reader, will spread this across every platform. '

I am wrongfully convicted. Using strictly the state’s own documents, laws, and statutes, this is proven
unequivocally and with zero doubt, It took me 5 years to discover these documents, hidden by the Virginia
Commonwealth Attorney Mr. William Eric Branscom, as well as several attorneys—Mr. Michael Sobey and Mr.
dJoseph Flood—who claimed they were defending me. In the case of Mr. Branscom, as a Commonwealth Attorney,
he openly and repeatedly lied to every court he entered, contradicting the truth and evidence he had in his
Ppossession. He did so for political gain and to cover up the gross misconduct of the Floyd County Sheriffs. These
documents are a matter of public record now. In the case of my “defense” attorneys, Mr. Sobey and Mr. Flcod,
these documents were hidden among the 2,000+ pages of case file. Either they did not exercise due diligence or A
they deliberately ignored evidence that exonerates me in every way.

In this instance, the legitimacy of the courts is a direct threat to the freedom of approximately 4,000
people. That is the number—20%--that surveys suggest are, in Virginia, wrongfully convicted or innocent, (PEW
Charitable Trust Survey). In my case, and likely all of those 4,000 other cases, the Virginia Supréme Court is the

main culprit, though by extension every court below it must therefore be considered as well. .
- . ’ 1 ' .

Iput béforé the Virginia Supreme Court, record no. 220448, the following evidence (again, this is all .
state documents, laws, and statutes): ‘

* That under state statute, the local court had no jurisdiction. .

o That the local court based decisions on flawed psychological evaluations. These were flawed based
on failures by both Mr. Branscom and Mr. Bobey to provide the evaluation team with information
regarding 30 years of psychological records. - o

e That Mr. Branscom Lied to the court repeatedly, claiming that alcohol was involved as a means of
undermining & mental-health defense and to cover up police who admitted errors, _

e Mr. Sobey did nothing to object to or expose the lies. Both had a copy of a report of a blcod test
from the VA State Police Forensics Lab stating explicitly “Ethanol: NONE DETECTED.” In faet, I
was stone-cold sober. .

¢ That no crimes had been committed and no emergency existed. Police had no cause to come to my
house. o

e That police willfully obfuscated their identities: no emergency lights on their cars, arriving in the
dark of night. Police admit this on record. The police also admit to entering a fenced-in yard,
deliberately not knocking og the front door, and sneaking around the house in the dark to the
back yard. Remember, I did not commit a single crime, a fact that is also admitted to on record by
police. These acts alone constitute a major violation of state and federal constitutional '
guarantees, as well as a number of policy and procedure violations. To put it bluntly, the police
did everything wrong/ 4 :

* Police, on record, told very different accounts of the situation, and in fact Officer Rusty Stanley
not only contradicted his other officers, Alicia Akers specifically, but Mr. Stanley also
acknowledged that it was too dark for him to identify his fellow officers and that he never
1dentified himself when he kicked open a door to a private home and opened fire on & man who
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had committed not a single crime...I'm told that I am lucky to be alive...? years of torture and
abuse leads me to doubt that assessment. .

e Virginia State Police Special Agent Austin refused to provide a lawyer even though it was
repeatedly requested. He continued to interrogate me even though silence was invoked. He s0
brazenly violated this most basic of rights that he actually bragged about it in his police-action
report. Fifty minutes later he was coercing a “full confession” before a magistrate on a video
arraignment at 2:50AM. Totally illegal, improper, and wholly inadmissible. Police also admit
to never Mirandizing me. (Prosecutor Mr. Branscom put this before a grand Jury and at every
hearing tainted the entire cases and voided an a.lrea.dy-voided plea that has also been coerced
under threat.p : ' o ‘

¢ Video from an interior police car shows that I didn’t have & single physical injury. By 8AM that
night I arrived at the local jail having been 8o severely beaten that the intake nurse could write
only “covered in bruises.” It is worth noting that this is all documented with videos and photos,
yet the Virginia Supreme Court refused to allow this evidence. Every office in the state of Virginis,
has likewise refused to investigate the incident. (It was later reported that 8 jail guard, Sgt.
Nowers, beat me on four separate occasions during ¥ months of solitary confinement that was
followed by 10 months in Special Housing. This is a widely recognized form of torture.)

. Prosecut%ion, Mr. Branscorn, again was so desperate to give the appearance of an ambush on his
admittedly unidentified officers (in dark uniforms, in the dark) that he employed an often-used
‘Jailnouse snitch,” Mr. William Lewis. There was never any opportunity to depose the “witness,”
let alone challenge his claims. Also, photographs of the house prove that the witness was false.
Mr. Branscom was aware of all of this, ‘pub he was determined to put as much provably false
information before the court as he was able.

All of this, and more, is based strictly on the state’s own documents. In fact, when I started to put the
Pleces together—after two Virginia defense attorneys sold me up the river—I started to file formal complaints
to the Virginia Attorney General, Floyd County Circuit Court, Mr. William Eric Branscom, the Virginia State Bar,
Mr. Michael Sobey, and the United States Department of Justice. The only response I received—through 10
separate formal complaints—was from the Virginia Bar, which refused to Investigate Prosecutorial Misconduct,
even though the evidence was state documents and plainly obvious. Furthermore, Mr. William Eric Branscom,
under state and federal law, as well as the Virginia, Bar Code of Ethics, was bound by dutyto recall the caseand -
make every effort to correct the record and the injustice created by the errors. Likewise, the local court in Floyd
had the power to compel such action where Mr. Branscom didn’t fulfill his obligations willingly. The same applies
to those higher offices listed, yet not a single finger was lifted.

Through all of this, I am filing every Pro Se action, writ, and motion that might help me get back
into court. I am blowing through 40 stamps each week—and sometimes more-sending letters to anyone and
everyone. One hundred and forty Virginia Asgembly members, over 100 different lawyers, dozens of legal-aid
groups, innocence projects, everyone. Celebrities, activists, and advocates as well. Well over 2,000 letters each
year and none of them were getting me anywhere. If I had actually been shot or, even better, had I died,
everyone would have been interested, but because I did notdie (a further embarrassment on top of police
- misconduct) no one has the least bit of interest in my story, or in justice. - .. Coe S e e o

AsImentioned earlier, there is an extensive mental-health record in my case. There is also a Severe
Traumatic Brain Injury in my record, one 8o severe that an expert in the field bointed out that it has a 50%-60%
mortality rate. Specifically, a bilateral hematoma, intracranial bleeding, axon retraction, and possible axon
disruption—the literal tearing of brain tissue. These are among those things that should have been at the fore of
the case but were obfuscated. More to the point is this: every day the TV and news and social media are talking
about mental health and proper care. I can tell you, from experience, that beyond the media’s talking no one
cares or pays these things any mind. The NFL altering its concussion protocols and hiring new specialists, for
TBI-related injuries are in the news cycles*for weeks, several times—not one person looked my way. Given the
endless efforts I've put forward daily, it is all too easy to say “the system is fllegitimate.”

It took me years to figure out how to get my case back before s court. The institutional attorneys at
Pocahontas State Correctional Center both told me it wasn't possible. Really?| With a stack of state documents
proving my innocence and proving an excessive malfeasance on the part of the Virginia, Commonwealth
Attorney, there is no mechanism for justice in this state? What country is this? I have all of this and half a dozen
recent changes in law that directly impact my case and I am still'being told there is no way back into court? That
is correct, and numerous aid groups and attorneys refused to even make the attempt. This as I am pushing every
legal angle I can find...there’s & reason, of course, and it’s the simple fact that, in Virginia at least, all that
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masters is that a bed was filled to feed the prison economy. Research into other state’s laws and conversations
with those in the legal profession outside Virginia seem to confirm this. Enter a total stranger.

Among my letter-writing is the media.. Every news outlet, from local to national, trying to expose this
injustice. If you think your larger Papers and news outlets are state-run, essentially you are correct. It becomes
that much more obvious after the system gets its claws into you. Those local small bapers, coynty by county, are

_not so state-controlled, and one of them (though they never published my letter) put me in contact with a law
student. She helped me get back into court. This was at the same time that two other attorneys (John Albanes of
the National Association Criminal Defense Attorneys and Katherine Jensen of the Virginia, Redemption Project)
were busy doing two things: :

¢ filing a falsified pardon request and

¢ repeatedly ignoring me, their client.

As always, I documented the entire affair. T also pushed to replace them (four times because they simply ignored
everything I said).

8o this law student, whom I will leave anonymous, helps me put together a second habsus corpus and
files it with the Virginia Supreme Court. That was April through July of last year (RORR). It contained
everything mentioned in this article and more. There i8 evidence of fraud upon the court now, because 80 many
instances of prosecutorial misconduct and malfeasance cannot be written off as “coincidence” or simple error.

Legitimacy of the courts and overwhelming evidence. . _ SR ol -

The Virginia Supreme Court, right out of the gate, showed its true colors when it denied my attempt
to amend y initial complaint. As a matter of course and accepted procedure, everyone is granted a single

enough—after that the 4t Circuit Court of Appeals summarily dismissed that case, and Ms. Theisen put in a
“motion to substitute” her previous incomplete record. How very suspicious, and even more so because Ms.
Theisen of the VA Attorney General’s office was the same attorney who challenged the first habeas corpus. She
had the full record all along, but she wanted to pull a fast one. This is on record, and so i8 the fact that the _
Virginia Supreme Court allowed it. I did not object because the record contains a, transcript where police admit
all wrongdoing. I did note all of the suspicious goings-on, and I also noted that this was being allowed while the
VA Supreme Court was denying me a, commonly granted single amendment.

science. By law and statutes, the Virginia Supreme Court was and is sound to.admit that evidence, On record
they openly refused, not only violating state law, but also ignoring their own rules regarding new evidence.

The Virginia Supreme Gourt also, Tepeatedly, ignored Motion(s) to Appoint Counsel. Under Virginia
law, prisoners are considered “disabled” and at a, disadvantage and therefore warrant the request being granted.
Sometimes the court provides guardian ad litem, essentially a legal aid and spokesperson. In this instance, the
VA Supreme Court simply ignored the motions, and these were among several that they never rules on. This is,
of course, prejudicial, but then again anyone who looks at this record (#2330446) will see nothing but prejudicial
behavior by both the court and Ms. Theisen. What else can be said about a court and Attorney General senior
assistant who go out of their way to aid in the injustice when faced with clear evidence that state employees—
police and commonwealth attorneys—have committed wrongdoing and fraud upon the court?

. ®

Aside from the obvious evidence, which any good-hearted American would immediately respond to with
a sense of righteous demand for the law to be corrected, there was the question of “timely filing,” procedural bar.
New evidence or clear evidence that it could not have been reasonably discovered...I had to file g, complaint with
the VA bar compelling my attorneys to provide my case file in its entirety. Everythingwas unknown to me, and
80 much of it was new evidence that had neverbeen put before the court; also, both intrinsic fraud and fraud
upon the court are exempted. :



The Virginia Supreme Court, having been presented with clear and obvious evidence of police '
wrongdoing, prosecutorial misconduct, and fraud upon the court, had an obligation to uphold Justice. Instead, the
court openly and repeatedly violated state laws and statutes and its own rules of the court. Ms. Theisen and the
Attorney General’s office were willful participants, deliberately aiding in these violations and ignoring their duty
as well. The courts, the entire system, are illegitimate and serve no use to American society other than to
disenfranchise. There are thousands of cases like this in Virginia and tens of thousands nationwide—and it is
getting worse with each passing day. :
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